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men; to the memory of Burke In the days when his large
sanity and charity of mind made him the champion of the
colonists, to Savile, to Rocldngham, and not least of all to
Chatham, whose eccentricities Fox was the first to forget in
his admiration for the massive personality that had humbled
England's Bourbon enemies, and kept brisk, and strong, and
robust the temper of independence and self-respect at home.
To a man of Fox's temperament, the extinction of that great
institution of free discussion, which had made such a lasting
impression on Voltaire as the predominant virtue of public
life in England, was a sombre and awful tragedy and the
sacrifice of half the grandeur of his nation. He knew that
the Terror was making a wilderness of the civilisation of his
country, and even if he had been wrong instead of being
right, as the event proved him to be right, in thinking there
was no danger to warrant such a sacrifice, it was no common
achievement in those days to remember what England owed
to freedom. In that sable hour when all their old ideas of
liberty flitted through men's minds as idle and trivial day-
dreams, Fox still realised that there was something precious
and divine in the spirit the Government was setting itself to
destroy, and that sentiment gave passion and energy to his
resistance, and to his defeat a very bitter sorrow. He saw
opening up that social abyss between the governing classes
and democracy which it took a generation of misery and
fierce discord and the dreadful lesson of Peterloo to bridge
over. Two passages from Fox's speeches are enough to
show how thoroughly he had grasped the value of free dis-
cussion in England.
" The honourable and learned gentleman, in one part of
his speech, and only in one, seemed to have a reference to
the bill before the House. The honourable and learned
gentleman admitted that the House was going to make a
sacrifice by the measure before them; but had contended
that what was retained of the rights of the people was still
of higher value; the history of governments was certainly
better than theory; in this, therefore, he agreed with the